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the metebasredp : and the tyme of the dap 


was come to go to dyner / the fader cam We 


a baſpy and an elpr. and the mo der With a 
tolbel ſaynge ſpr. Spr alle thynge is redy / 
pleaſe it pou to Waſſhe: and U ha the hyn⸗ 
ge ſalbe that: he ſmyled and ſaid to him ſelf 
Nobbe is the ſong of the nyghtyngale rue. 
foꝛ my fader and mp moder ſhulde gladely 
fulfille as J ſayde: if Imp ſelfe Wold ther / 
to conſente and ſuffre theym. But ße wolde 
nat ſuffce theym to doo him that ſeruyce: ſa 
ynge / poute age is to be Fonoured: and ther 
foꝛe I wol nat of it. and called Into hym 
one of his ſeruauntes the lw ych ſerued him 
therof. Than ſayde the hnygßt / ye wol nat 
ſuffce Bs to do it to oure ponoure:foꝛ e are 
nat o2thy therto. The hpnge ſayd. Baue 
nat J ſaide that foꝛ the Fonoure of poure a / 
ge J foꝛbeꝛe it: Whay the hynge Was ſet at 
the table. he ſet his moder on the rigßt Sand 
of him / and his fader on his lefte ſyde. and 
they aſmoche as they mygbt beßelde Bis By 
ſage and countenaunce. The dyner ended 

Ctßge h pnge entred in to a chambꝛe / and 
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made tze knygßt witß bis lady to coome in 
to im: and commaunded al offer to a voi 
de and go oute / and oh an they were thus a / 
lone: the kynge ſaide Into theym. haue pe 
no children. Thep anſerpd we ßaue ney⸗ 
ther ſonne ne dougßter. And the hynge ſaid 
had pe neuer none. The hnygßt anſlered 
we ßaue ßad one ſonne: but he is long a go 
dede. The kynge aſked of lohat dethe dyed 
Fe. The hnygßt ſapd: a natural deth. Tho 
ſapde the hinge. if J map otherlbiſe hnolbe 
that be dyed. thay are pe founde wytß a de⸗ 
faute. To aſhed the knight. My loꝛde 
Wherfo2e inquere pe thus after oure ſonne; 
be hynge anſdered. that do Jnat witze 
oute cauſe / and tßerfoꝛe Jolle hnolbe of 
What dethe he dyed: and if ye wolle nat telt 
me ſgakcauſe you to dye a ſzameful det$ 
Way they ßerde that they fil to ground Bp 
on ther knees afoꝛe him and aſhtd bim mer 
cy and foꝛyeuenes of theyr lyues. The hyn 
ge Wold nat ſuffce them to knele / but ſßoꝛt 
ly toohe tßeym and ſapde. To that intente 
cam Jnaf to poure Gouſe to ete pour bꝛede 
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and to befrape pou / but ſap me the troutße 
6 ye ſßalbe ſaued. foꝛ it is peuen me to In⸗ 
derſtande that pe haue put him to det. a if 
that come in iugement ye muſte dye a ſßa⸗ 
meful detfe. Than ſaide the hnygßht. loꝛde 
pardone me of mp fpfe g J ſSalke ſhelbe pou 
the Berrape trouthe. The hynge ſapde: fere 
nat / foꝛ Iſgat᷑ do you no arme . Tho ſap 
de he. Souerapgne loꝛde lbe hadde a ſonne 
only tzat lu as Wyſe and lettryd and ryghte 
well Bnderſtande . And Bpoy a tyme as he 
ſtode afoꝛe 3s a ſerued at the table. There 
cam a nygßtingale that riqßᷣt ſwetky ſange 
wgoos ſonge be began to in erpꝛete a telle 
ds Bak it ment / and ſapde. This bird ſyn / 
getß that J ſhal be come ſo grete and migß⸗ 
ty a loꝛde that it ſSakbe to youre gonoute a 
aduaunſement in ſuche wyſe : ye my fader 
ſbakbe glad to holde the baſpy withe Water 
to waſſhe in mpy bandes. and my moder ye 
tolbel if I wolle ſuffre it. And lw ban Jberd 
that: I was ſoꝛe meupd and fohe and caſte 
him into the ſee foꝛ to drolbne. Tho ſapde 
the hynge: What euyl might Baur come to 
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you / if he had been made ſo greate g mygß⸗ 
ty / me thynketß it ſÿulde haue bey pour $0 
noure and pꝛoufyt. The hnyqßt ſaide loꝛd 
it was no reſoy but a lboodneſſe. The pn 
ge anſcbered: that was a grete foliſſBnes of 
pou that pe Þokde doo apenſte the oꝛden an 
ce and wylof god. But nolb pe ſhal hnolbe 
fo2 trouth that Jam poure ſoy that pe caſt 
into tße ſee / and god of bps greate mercy g 
goo dneſſe hathe ſauyd me: and by his gra⸗ 
ce hatß bꝛougßt me to this ſtate and digny 
te. And the fader and moder ßerynge that 
witße fere and iope repfenyſſbed fyll flat to 
the grounde: whom be fren dly and louyng / 
ly tobe Bp! ſaynge feare nat: butt ratßer be 
qlad and ioyous / for pe ſpal no thyng ſuf⸗ 
fre / but my exaſtacion ſßalbe youre gſoꝛye 
and iope and pꝛoufpte fo2 euyr / and kyſte 
HBotße his fader and mo der wythe greate iop 
afid afadneſſe. Tho began the mo der to we 
pe. Than ſaide the hig Wepe nat / but be of 
goode confoꝛte and chere. foꝛ iy my reakme 
ſ5ak ye be taken and Gonoured abooue me 
durynge my lyfe: in al thynges. and tooke 


